
SHOWCASING OUR COMMUNITY

From Hardware Store 
to a State of the Art Building: 

THE NEW 
SOUTH HUNTSVILLE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Pictured L-R: Cindy Hewitt, 
Executive Director, Patsy Ducote, 
Branch Manager, Becky Vansant, 
President Friends of the Library

Introducing

DECEMBER 2021

ALSO INSIDE:
Tis the Season to Travel 
By Cherisse and Eric Lewis

Bitcoin: Investing or Speculating?  
By Dale Kuehl, Financial Advisor

Tips on Creating a Clear Care Plan  
By Gleria and Tommy Anderson

Photo by Mandi Cook Photography
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CALENDAR OF Events

At the time this magazine went to print, 
all event times and locations for the fol-
lowing events were accurate, but please 

check event websites for the most current 
information. Some events may have been 

postponed or canceled.

Sun., Dec. 5
Holiday Farmers Market
@The Green Street Market at Nativity
Annual Holiday Market. Locally grown pro-
duce, farm fresh food, fresh baked goods and 
local artisans.
Time: 1-4pm
Cost: No admission charged
www.facebook.com/The-Greene-Street-Mar-
ket-at-Nativity-199822090052758

Tues., Dec. 7
Huntsville Christmas Parade
Usher in the Christmas season by wel-
coming Santa to Huntsville at the annual 
Christmas parade.
Time: 6pm
Cost: No admission charged
www.huntsville.org/event/huntsville-
christmas-parade/46073/
Sat., Dec. 18
The Winter Solstice Market
@Lowe Mill Arts & Entertainment
The perfect place to find any last min-
ute gifts as you stroll the artist markets 
throughout the grounds and the artist 
studios in the building.
Time: 11am-7pm
www.lowemill.art/events/winter-solstice-
market
Daily until Jan. 02, 2022
Tinsel Trail
@200 Church Street, 35801
With over 300 elaborately decorated trees 
Big Spring Park takes on a holiday glow, 
for you to take a festive stroll among.
Time: dusk until midnight
Cost: No Admission Charged
Open until Mon., Jan. 17
Skating in the Park
@Huntsville Museum of Art
for more information please visit:
www.hsvmuseum.org/events/skating-in-
the-park

REDUCE DEPRESSION 
AND ANXIETY, QUICKLY.

See results in 1-3 visits* with  
MICRO CURRENT NEUROFEEDBACK. 

475 Providence Main Street, #402, Huntsville
256.907.2770  |  www.rebootmcn.com

We are Huntsville's only provider of IASIS MCN.

This can happen in 3 Simple Steps:
CALL 256-907-2770 to  
schedule an appointment
Effortlessly RECEIVE Micro 
Current Neurofeedback
EXPERIENCE positive 
results within 1-3 sessions*

Micro Current 
Neurofeedback 
is very effective 
in many areas, 

including:
✔ Anxiety 
✔ Depression
✔ Anger
✔ mTBI
✔ PTSD
✔ADD/ADHD
✔ Migraine
✔ Insomnia   
✔ Substance Abuse

*85% of our clients observe a noticeable positive response in one to three sessions.
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Dec. 3-5 & 10-12
A Christmas Carol
@Von Braun Center Playhouse
This classic Dicken's Tale is performed by 
Fantasy Playhouse, for its 61st season.
For more information and to purchase tick-
ets please visit: www.fantasyplayhouse.org
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Where did the time go? It’s a question we al-
ways ask. Shopping, Christmas get-togeth-
ers and somewhat colder weather all are a 
part of December.
Our feature article this month is the new 
Bailey Cove Library located at the Sandra 
Moon Complex. If you haven’t visited it yet, 
run, don’t walk there. It is truly amazing.
We want to welcome our newest sponsors: Fantasy Playhouse, Ars 
Nova and Oodles of Doodles and MORE Doggy Day Spa LLC to 
South Huntsville Neighbors and our readers. You will find their 
articles in this issue.
Connie Glenn owner of Aunt Connie's Pet Sitting Service has been 
caring for pets for the better part of four decades. While she was 
living in Michigan she worked with a vet for two years and five 
years with a humane society. She prides herself on her way with 
pets of all kinds. In addition to dogs and cats, Connie also pet-sits 
exotic animals like tarantulas, all kinds of reptiles, an entire avi-
ary, ferrets, rabbits and a tiger! Connie provides calm reassurance 
in traumatic situations. During the initial meeting she always ask 
what the fears of the pet are. How do you keep my keys secure? I 
have a locked file cabinet and the keys are numbered according to 
assigned pet number. Never by the house address.

Please consider Connie for 
your pet sitting needs. Please 
visit our sponsors and let them 
know you saw them in South 
Huntsville Neighbors.
Don’t forget to Like Us on 
Facebook!
Have a wonderful and safe 
Holiday Season,
See you next month,
Suzanne and Bob
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– South Huntsville Neighbors

To learn more about becoming an expert contributor,  
or sponsorship, contact Bob Druckman at  

bdruckman@bestversionmedia.com or phone 256-714- 5155.

PH
O

TO
 BY M

AN
D

I C
O

O
K PH

O
TO

G
RAPH

Y

EXPERT CONTRIBUTOR:

Dr. Charles Lee, MD
Regenesis Stem Cell Center
(256) 715-8193
www.regenesisstemcell.com

HAPPY December,

We Work With You  
At The Local Level

We're Your Partner,  
Not Just A Placement

Unbiased Solutions  
At No Cost To You

Kim Krause - Senior Living Advisor
(T) 256.542.0223 (F) 256.285.9051
kkrause@assistedlivinglocators.com
assistedlivinglocators.com/north-alabama

“The Guidance You Need For The Care They Deserve”

EXPERIENCE AND COMMITMENT YOU CAN TRUST
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COMMUNITY LEADERS

South Huntsville Main 
Business Association
By Katie Bosarge-Patterson, Executive Director

The Holiday season is upon us! Our Annual Cookie Crunch and 
Small Business Saturday helped us kick off the Holiday season 
last month, and now it’s in full swing! Our businesses are wel-
coming shoppers as they look for that perfect gift to go under the 
tree. You can find everything you need for your Holiday celebra-
tions in South Huntsville!

We are excited to have several Holiday events going on in the dis-
trict during the month of December. Pixel Joe’s Photography & 
Video Studio is hosting Jingle & Mingle on Saturday December 
4th. This event is a Christmas Market, featuring vendors, arcade 
games, photo booth and more! Free admission and fun for the 
whole family!

Santa is coming to the South Huntsville Library on Saturday 
December 10th! Bring the kids in their Christmas PJ’s and en-
joy milk & cookies as you hear a bedtime story with Santa in 
the beautiful new Library. Tickets are available at the Friends of 
the Library Bookstore.

The South Huntsville Main Business Association is hosting our 
first Krampus Run on December 18th on the Greenway at Hays 
Farm. This is a first for South Huntsville and we are excited to 
work with Das Stahl Bierhaus to bring the German tradition of 
Krampus to our area. South Huntsville was home to some of 
the original German rocket scientists who settled here with Dr. 
Werner von Braun in 1950. We are looking forward to a great 
turnout for our inaugural run, so plan to join us! Just don’t get 
caught by Krampus!

All the details about these events can be found on our website 
www.southhuntsvillemain.org and Facebook page.

The South Huntsville Main Business Association supports, pro-
motes, and advocates for businesses in South Huntsville. We 
are dedicated to developing and maintaining a healthy, thriving 
business climate in South Huntsville by supporting existing busi-
nesses and attracting new businesses.

We work hand-in-hand with South Huntsville businesses, the 
City of Huntsville, and community stakeholders to enhance the 
quality of life for South Huntsville residents. In 2018, we became 
a Main Street Alabama designated community. The Main Street 
Alabama designation will give South Huntsville the tools it needs 
to revitalize and thrive.

The South Huntsville Main Business Association gives members 
the opportunity to connect, network, grow, and share ideas to 
make South Huntsville a great place to do business. We serve as 
a central point of connection between the City of Huntsville and 
South Huntsville businesses.
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EDUCATION

When Should My Student  
Start Preparing for the ACT?
By Greer Milam, Owner SPARC, LLC

Every year, parents ask me the same questions:

• How many points do your students’ ACT scores improve after 
taking your course?

• How long have you been doing test prep?
• What is your education background?
• And my favorite, Greer, what’d YOU get on the ACT?

This article addresses another commonly asked question: When 
should my student begin prepping for the ACT?

A roundabout approach to answering this question is to identify first 
when is not the right time. Too often prep starts too early. There are 
a couple of things to keep in mind. Be careful that the motivation for 
starting prep is not too parent driven. There needs to be a balance. 
The thresholds of urgency between parents and students for a strong 
ACT score are usually offset by three to six months. Also, beware 
of peer-driven prep. Students will naturally measure themselves 
against the test scores of their peers. Each junior class will have two 
or three natural test takers who receive high ACT scores early in the 
year. These academic elites will proudly announce their scores to 
their classmates. Students may rush to enroll in prep classes out of 
a panicked response; more focused on someone else’s score rather 
than their own. They start off feeling behind.

More naturally, students will give their best energy to test prepara-
tion toward the end of their junior year or the summer following. 
There are a few reasons for this. The educational development that 
occurs over the course of a student’s junior year can contribute sig-
nificantly to a higher test performance. They feel more prepared. 
Also, college is suddenly real. College is a frequent topic of conver-
sation in their homes and classrooms. They might by this time have 
visited a college campus. They see their senior friends graduating 
and gearing up for college life. On top of this, a social component 
begins to weigh in – athletics, prom, class elections, first cars, first 

jobs, dating! Somewhere in the mix of all of this, students begin 
to view themselves as independents. They take ownership of their 
college goals. Their target ACT score becomes a number linked to 
where they see themselves after high school. The motivation comes 
from within. Now they are ready.

So, after twenty years of coaching parents and students on the ACT, 
here is my honest answer to the original question. When should 
my son begin a structured prep program? Trust me. He’ll tell you. 
When is my daughter ready to achieve her best ACT score? Be pa-
tient. She’ll let you know.

And when they do, please visit our website at sparctestprep.com or 
give us a call at 256-724-0808.

SPARC Test Prep is a leading provider of test preparation in the 
state of Alabama since 2002 offering a full range of tutoring and 
college admission services specializing in preparation for the ACT, 
SAT, PSAT and AP exams. SPARC, LLC is exclusive to the Hunts-
ville/Madison area of North Alabama.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Registration NOW OPEN for Spring Semester (Begins January 3rd 2022)

“Growing up in Ars Nova and being in countless shows prepared my me so much for 
the real world of being an active member of the arts community. Dr. Beazley countlessly 
and endlessly believed and supported me, something I can feel still to this day. Her spirit 
and generosity in the studio create a nurturing culture where the students support one 
another with truth and fullness! Dr. Beazley gave me the opportunity not only to refine my 
craft in performance, but offered a safe space for exploration within teaching, directing, 
and marketing. For all of this I am forever grateful! ” - DEMI VANDERWERFF, FORMER STUDENT

“Music is enough for a lifetime, but a lifetime is not enough for music.” – SERGEI RACHMANINOFF

– COMING – 
January 

27th, 28th, 29th

Snow Maiden 
By Rimsky  

Korsakov in the 
original Russian

www.arsnovahsv.com | 256.883.1105
Email - arsnovaschool81@bellsouth.net

DR. GINGER 
BEAZLEY

2828 Drake Ave. SW, Huntsville, AL
(located inside the AB Stephens building)

256.759.0496 • 917 SW Merchants Walk, Suite D, Huntsville
ReliefThruEPT@gmail.com • ReliefThruEPT.com

STRESS  •  BLOCKS TO WEIGHT LOSS 
RELATIONSHIP STRAIN • FEARS  •  LOW SELF-ESTEEM 
TRAUMA  •  CHRONIC PAIN  •  PTSD  •  DEPRESSION 

ANXIETY ALLERGIES  •  ADDICTION  •  CHRONIC MONEY WOES 
BUSINESS GROWTH BLOCKS  •  BLENDED FAMILY TROUBLES

EPT helps you live your best life by letting go of:

Kim Dillon
Certified EPT® 

Practitioner
FREE 1 HOUR 

CONSULTATION
HSA ACCEPTED

dren ages 4-5 and grades 1-2. Our preparatory/community pro-
gram for children and adults includes voice, piano and strings. 
Each student receives one private lesson per week for voice/
instrument, with four performance classes included in each 16 
week session. Performance classes provide the opportunity for 
students to perform for their peers in a comfortable, nurturing 
setting. Instructors teach appropriate stage gestures and guide 
performers in developing a confident, communicative presence 
on stage.  Included in tuition, weekly classes are offered in the-
ory and aural skills. These are open to the entire student body at 
no additional cost. The curriculum is from the Associated Board 
of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM), the examination board 
of the Royal Schools of Music based in London (http://us.abrsm.
org). Courses are also offered as needed in Italian Diction, Inter-
national Phonetic Alphabet for Singers and self-conducting for 
Singers. In the Spring semester, Dr. Barbara Hudson will be the 
clinician for an Alexander Technique Workshop which is open to 
the community as well as our student body. Adult voice students 
may elect anatomy for singers or self-conducting for singers. All 
of our instructors hold college degrees or certification in their 
field of expertise.

Ars Nova, Inc. is delighted to join the many sponsors in con-
tributing to and supporting South Huntsville Neighbors in pro-
viding a quality publication promoting our community and city. 
We are a unique organization in a unique community beginning 
with our performing faculty; a collection of gifted and passion-
ate individuals, degreed or certified in their specific disciplines, 
who choose to spend many hours each week nurturing the art of 
excellence in students from 4 to 90. They create an environment 
of joy where learning is not a chore, but an adventure. And I, 
as founder/director of the school, believe exploring new ideas 
of vocal technique and literature is the basis for everything we 
do; adults who are constantly learning, make great and inspired 
teachers. Our production company presents operas, operettas and 
musical theater that are known and loved by all, but we also find 
stimulation in studying and presenting unusual works such as 
Snowmaiden by Rimsky-Korsakov, the story of an ancient Rus-
sian Fairy Tale. And yes, we are all learning to sing this amazing 
work in its original language of Russian. Although we do offer 
auditions open to the community, our productions are designed 
to give our outstanding faculty and student body opportunities 
to continue their training and experience in these performances. 
Now in our 23rd year of operation as a 501(c)3 company, we 
look forward to seeing the growth of the arts and Ars Nova in 
our community.

Please visit our website and Facebook often to stay in touch 
with our activities and productions. Ginger Beazley, DMA  
arsnovagb@att.net

"Music enhances the education of our children by helping them 
to make connections and broadening the depth with which they 
think and feel." - Yo-Yo Ma

By Dr. Ginger Beazley, Founder and Director

ARS Nova School of the Arts Nurturing the Art of Excellence

The school was established in September of 1998 with 25 stu-
dents and has grown today to approximately 80 students. We are 
located at 2828 Drake Ave SW, Huntsville, AL 35805, in the same 
building with AB Stephens Music. We offer group classes for chil-
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Fantasy Playhouse  

"A Christmas Carol "
By Karen Mockensturm, Executive Director and Megan Carter

Having found ways to pivot to virtual programming during 2020, 
Fantasy Playhouse Children’s Theater & Academy was thrilled to 
open its doors to in person programming beginning this fall. The 
pandemic was especially destructive to the arts and culture indus-
try, but Fantasy Playhouse used the opportunity to create artistic 
lemonade out of Covid lemons and even saw a 7% increase in 
audiences by providing virtual and other alternative programs.

But the theatre is made for live audiences and Fantasy Playhouse 
is excited to return to the Von Braun Center Playhouse stage to 
present its 32nd production of Charles Dickens’ classic, “A Christ-
mas Carol.” This Huntsville holiday tradition involves over 100 
volunteer theatre artists working on stage and backstage and has 
become a holiday tradition for families involved and as well as 
those enjoying the spectacle from seats in the audience. South 
Huntsville resident Akshay Ahuja is part of the cast for a second 
time and echoes the thoughts of many involved: “(This story) 
takes me back in time and makes me appreciate the season. It re-
minds me of how truly blessed we are.”

The hallmark of Fantasy Playhouse’s "Christmas Carol" is the fact 
that it allows intergenerational family participation. This year’s 
company represents 30 households, some of them working with 
multiple generations of family members. Devoting time to the 
process of creating the stage production has become synonymous 
with the holiday season itself. Fantasy Playhouse veteran Alma 
Huston states, “I am so excited for this to be our first production 
with three generations represented. I can’t wait to make new mem-
ories with my daughter and granddaughter that will last forever.”

Lena Austin also reflects on the tradition: “It’s hard for me to put 
into words how much directing a Christmas Carol means to me. 
It’s something I’ve looked forward to for almost a decade. This 
was the first production (my eldest daughter) Maddie and I partici-
pated in at Fantasy Playhouse and it ignited a passion for theater in 
us that changed everything.”

Barbara Field’s classic retelling is peppered with traditional car-
ol caroles. On Christmas Eve, solitary businessman Ebenezer 
Scrooge receives a haunting visit from the ghosts of Christmas 
Past, Present and Future to show him what truly matters. As direc-
tor Austin states, “It’s the second most important story of redemp-
tion and forgiveness and it is an honor to bring this to the commu-
nity after such a long time of uncertainty.”

Suitable for the entire family, “A Christmas Carol” runs December 
3-5 and 10-12 at the Von Braun Center Playhouse at 700 Mon-
roe Street, Huntsville, AL. Showtimes are 7:00pm on Fridays and 
1:00pm and 6:00pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Tickets are $21 
for adults and $16 for students. Discounts for groups of 10 or more 
are available as well. More information (including information re-
garding health and safety measures around Covid) may be found 
at www.fantasyplayhouse.org/ticket-information. Information re-
garding student matinee performances and supporting classroom 
curriculum, please email FieldTrips@fantasyplayhouse.com.

Photo credit: Jeff White Photographer

South Huntsville resident, Akshay Ahuja (right) first performed onstage with 
Kevin O’Brien (left) in an earlier staging of Fantasy Playhouse Children’s The-
ater’s production of “A Christmas Carol”.

Accepting  
New Patients

Annsley Noterman, M.D.
John D. Nall, M.D.

4101 Balmoral Drive, Suite B, Hunstville, AL 35801
Call 256.808.2929  Fax 256.489.1525  www.TempusPrimaryCare.com

• School, Work, & Sports Physicals
• Acute & Chronic Disease Management
• Joint & Trigger Point Injections
• Minor Dermatological Procedures
• On-site Phlebotomy (Coming Soon)

• Telehealth
• In House Testing: COVID, Flu, Strep, Mono,  

Urine, H. pylori, ECG

Primary Preventative and Wellness Care
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COMMUNITY CORNER

 » Learn how people with perfect 
credit scores are unknowingly 
paying 75% to 100% more  
interest than they need to!

 » Learn how financial education 
and advanced technology are 
used to cut interest payments 
by as much as 75%!

 » Learn how to eliminate all debt, 
including student loans and 
jumbo mortgages in 7 to 9 years 
without sacrificing lifestyle!

This program is more 
powerful than the Debt 

Snowball and Avalanche 
methods combined!

Use the link or scan QR code 
to get your Free Chapter of 

this Best Selling Book!
Book.ThePILLMethod.com

From the Creator of :

Available thru

Now a #1 Best Seller 
The P.I.L.L METHOD

FREE DOWNLOAD
Get the First Chapter FREE!

A Better Way to Eliminate Debt

NEW ADDRESS
Huntsville Compounding Pharmacy

800 Dr.Joseph Lowery Blvd
Huntsville, AL 35801

256-425-0123

Christmas Charities Year Round By Hilary Gould, Executive Director

In 1949, Milton K. Cummings founded the organization known today 
as Christmas Charities Year Round (CCYR), to provide clothing and 
Christmas gifts for the farming families whose crops were destroyed 
by a boll weevil infestation. Fast forward 72 years, and CCYR con-
tinues to provide for those in need throughout the Huntsville commu-
nity. CCYR’s mission is to improve the quality of life year-round for 
Madison County residents at or below the area median income or in 
emergent need by providing program services, at no-cost.

Visiting the CCYR center might feel like a thrift store, but all of 
the donated items are given back to community members in need 
without charge through a variety of programs.

The Clothing Program provides for infants to adults. Clients 
are invited to “shop” from the clothing rooms stocked with new 
and gently used donated clothing and apparel. During the summer 
months, school supplies and new backpacks are provided to all 
school aged children.

The Mobile Closet is an outreach program traveling to schools 
throughout Huntsville and Madison County, delivering clothing, 
age appropriate hygiene items and school supplies directly to stu-
dents in need. Collaboration with school counselors ensures that all 
children have access to basic necessities.
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Lisa Philippart LPC LLC  NCC, BCPCC, BC-TMH
Licensed Professional Counselor
LIVING LIFE COUNSELING CENTER
44 Hughes Rd, Suite 1050, Madison, AL 35758
256.326.0909 (Cell) 
256.631.7898 (Office) 
256.542.3366 (Fax) 
urlifematters@hotmail.com or 
Lisa.P@livinglifecounselingctr.com
livinglifecounselingctr.com

Most Major 
Insurances Accepted

Online or In-Person 
Meetings Available

Only HSP-Therapist 
 in North Alabama

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS: Alabama Counseling Association (ALCA),  
American Association of Christian Counselors (AACC), National Board of Certified  
Counselors (NBCC) • Chi Sigma Iota (CSI), Active Minds Advisor at Athens State University

The Furniture Program provides basic furniture needs such as 
donated mattresses, box springs in good condition and dressers. 
The collaboration with local organizations provides furnishings 
to those moving from a homeless situation, regaining custody of 
their children, or who have suffered a catastrophic loss.

The Waste Not Program is a medical equipment reuse pro-
gram. Throughout 2021, over $132,000 worth of donated medi-
cal equipment, such as wheelchairs, shower chairs and other as-
sistive medical technology was provided to clients in need from 
across North Alabama.

The Recycling Program accepts all kinds of worn-out clothes 
and textiles, which are upcycled. Each year over 240,000 textiles 
are kept out of landfills, helping to make our world a greener 
place.

Operation Believe is the Christmas program CCYR is famous 
for. During the 2020 Pandemic winter season, CCYR provided 
new toys, gifts, and food packages to over 712 children from 276 
families and 46 seniors.

This local organization relies upon the generosity of the commu-
nity. CCYR is a United Way partner and receives some funding 
through United Way’s annual campaign and their efforts with 
the CFC. Grants, corporate sponsors, and individual donors are 

CCYR’s only revenue source. A combination of volunteers, a 
small passionate staff, and a driven board of directors keeps Mil-
ton’s vision alive and helps to improve the quality of life for so 
many in need throughout our shared community.

To learn more about CCYR, check out the website at 
www.CCYR.org or visit at 3054 Leeman Ferry RD Suites 
P&Q Huntsville, AL 35801 or call us: 256-837-2373

PHONE: 
(256) 533-7600

FAX: (256) 519-6402
2112 Memorial Parkway SW

Huntsville, AL 35801
www.animalercriticalcare.com

Trusted Emergency Pet Care Since 1995

EMERGENCY AND CRITICAL PET CARE
We Welcome Animals Of All Varieties

State Of The Art Equipment and Facilities

24 Hours of Care • 7 Days a Week

“Emergency Care When You Need It The Most”

OUR VETERINARIANS
Danielle Bell DVM- Associate Veterinarian

Kathryn Gaub DVM MPH- Associate Veterinarian
Kaisha Pritchett DVM- Associate Veterinarian 
Paula Reisdorff DVM- Associate Veterinarian 
Dawn Tucker DVM- Associate Veterinarian

Local And Family Owned Contractor
Customer First Approach 

Proven Basement Waterproofing Solutions
Mold Treatment and Removal

Financing Options

“When It Comes To Basements ALLIED Is All In”

256.580.3210
www.AlliedCrawlSpace.com

Alliedcs@yahoo.com

Member NAHB, NARI, Basement Systems Network, Crawlspace Network

Providing Solutions To The Community Since 2011

Taking Care of Your  
Pets When You Can't

Over 50 years of experience

AUNT CONNIE’S  
Pet Sitting Service

256-690-7027
Connie Glenn

OWNER 

Aunt Connie Will Care When You’re Not There



10 SOUTH HUNTSVILLE NEIGHBORS         Submit Content at:

RESIDENT FEATURE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Huntsville is growing; South Huntsville in particular. Just driving 
around you can see the progress being made at Haysland Square and 
all along the Parkway, construction trucks abound. Bailey Cove is 
no different. There is a new Huntsville Hospital Urgent Care clinic 
being built, a new Taco Bell and in the former D1 location you can 
also find a training gym and Merino Trampoline Gymnastics. Just a 
few blocks away is the new South Huntsville Public Library. From 
humble beginnings (originally a hardware store) to this amazing 
new building, this new library epitomizes the growth we are seeing 
in South Huntsville.

Cindy Hewitt is the Executive Director of the Huntsville-Madison 
County Public Library (HMCPL). Hewitt has been with HMCPL 
for 11 years and has a total of 28 years of library experience. With 
HMCPL she started as a Branch Manager, became Deputy Director 
and then Interim Director. She no longer has interim attached to her 
title and is the Executive Director.

From Hardware Store to a State of the Art Building: 

THE NEW SOUTH HUNTSVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARYIntroducing
By Bob Druckman, Publisher South Huntsville Neighbors, Photos by Mandi Cook Photography

“COVID was definitely challenging, as I was the Interim Director at 
that time and we were suddenly having to adapt and find new ways 
to serve the needs of the public,” said Hewitt, “Like so many other 
businesses, curbside pickup became our answer and there were days 
where we had cars lined up around the block so the parents could get 
books for their children.”

Hewitt stated that it was the creativity, adaptability and hardworking 
nature of the staff that allowed them to push through and persevere.

Building a new library is no easy process. This library took more 
than 10 years from concept to end result.

As Hewitt tells it, Madison County Commissioner Phil Riddick was 
aware of the age of the old library, as was Huntsville City Council 
Member Jennie Robinson. Commissioner Riddick spearheaded a 
campaign to raise money, but that was just part of it. Private donors 
contributed $1.8 million, the Madison County Commission contrib-
uted $4 million and the City of Huntsville contributed $6.2 million 
in capital funds. The city is really invested in the library system and 
will always do whatever they can to help.

Hewitt discussed the location as she said, “We looked at several po-
tential locations but none of them felt right. When the Sandra Moon 
Community Complex came up, we felt that this location would 
serve well as the anchor of the South Huntsville community.”

HMCPL is focused on literacy, workforce development, meeting 
spaces (you can actually see teenagers working), people playing 
Mah-Jongg, story time for children along with children’s program-
ming. (Publisher Note: Wait until you see the rocket in the children’s 
room) It is designed to be a safe environment, lots of space and 
energy efficient.
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CHARLES LEE, MD
regenesisstemcell.com

(256)715-8193    |   4601 Whitesburg Drive, Suite 103, Huntsville, AL 35802    

PRECISION SPINE CARE  
WITHOUT SURGERY{ {

Don’t Let Injuries or Pain 
Slow You Down
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WHY STRESS?
Let us Help Your Small Business

256.489.1478
2312 Marketplace SW Huntsville, AL  35801

Sharon@ProfitWiseAccounting.biz
Profitwiseaccounting.biz

Small Business and Individual Tax Professionals

SHARON S HEINZ
 » Individual Tax Returns

 » Business Tax Returns

 » Tax Planning 

 » QuickBooks Services

 » Payroll Services

 » Past Due Tax Returns

 » Reduce Your Tax Liability

 » Financial Planning and Budgeting

Free 30 Minute Consultation

Hewitt said that the HMCPL’s relationship with the Parks and Rec-
reation Department really reflects the needs of the community. She 
was grateful to see all facets of government working together to 
make this library a place the community can be proud of.

With most new facilities there is always a “WOW” factor. As far as 
Hewitt is concerned, this library is full of them.

“There are so many WOW factors,” said Hewitt. “The library has the 
ability to offer high tech instruction to the public, a children’s room 
where the parents feel safe for them to explore, an adult reading room, 
a number of nooks and crannies to find a comfortable reading spot and 
so much more to make sure the library’s entire patrons feel welcome.”

The South Huntsville Public Library has spaces to host classes or 
clubs, display art shows, explore music and so much more.

New services can also add to the WOW factor. In this case, there is a 
laptop rental station where the public can rent a laptop with just their 
library card for up to 2 hours. The Automatic Materials Handler can 
literally identify a book when it’s returned and drops it in the proper 
bin. The library staffers love this and the kids love to watch it work. 
There are business centers and a teen gaming room along with a 
flowing screen where movies can be shown. It’s all so humbling.

Hewitt discussed workforce development as part of the library’s 
mission so this led to a conversation about HATCH. Café’s in li-
braries can be good and bad. That can lead to some not so good 
relationships.

“A library is a nonprofit and a café wants to make a profit, but the 
relationship between them can work well,” said Hewitt, “We have 
found that our partnership with HATCH elevates both the library 
and the café. HATCH is able to take their profits and plug it back 
into training their staff in the hospitality industry, and the library 
patrons gets amazing coffee and snacks.”

(Publisher Note: the coffee is another WOW factor).

As with any business model, there is always a group that works to 
get things done. The Friends of the Library is no different.

“Becky Vansant is the President and a driving force,” said Hewitt, 
“The Friends have been very supportive, sponsoring fundraisers and 
never hesitating to help when we ask for assistance.”

Hewitt has a simple message for the readers of South Huntsville 
Neighbors, “Come check us out, see all the library has to offer and 
know how thankful we are for your continued support that allows us 
to bring facilities like this to you.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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YOUR FINANCES

currencies, on the other hand, are relatively new, largely unpredict-
able and will likely face increased regulation in the future, with the 
ultimate risk being an outright ban by some governments.

You work hard for your money – so think carefully about how you 
can best put it to use to help you reach your lifetime goals.

This article was written by Edward Jones, July 26, 2021, for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Many people have decided that bitcoin is the next big thing – and 
they are backing up their enthusiasm with dollars. Should you, too, 
consider putting money into bitcoin or other cryptocurrencies?

First of all, keep in mind an essential piece of financial advice: Don’t 
invest in something you don’t understand. And bitcoin is not easily 
understandable. There’s no physical bitcoin, nor is it backed by a bank 
or government. It’s a digital currency, used for transactions on a de-
centralized network of computers. The market’s demand for bitcoin 
largely determines its price, though other factors are also involved.

And this price can vary widely. Since bitcoin was introduced in 
2009, it has gone through periods of enormous gains and precipi-
tous declines. Its short history has reminded market watchers of the 
bursting of the “dot.com” bubble in 2000 and the housing market 
bubble in 2007. These results have raised the following question 
about purchasing bitcoin: Is it investing or speculating?

There’s a big difference between the two. Speculators engage 
in risky transactions with the hope of profiting from short-term 
price fluctuations in various financial vehicles. Investors, on the 
other hand, stick with these practices:

• They follow a long-term strategy. Real investors follow a long-
term strategy based on their goals, risk tolerance and time ho-
rizon. Generally speaking, long-term investors don’t do a lot of 
buying and selling, saving on fees and potential taxes. But this 
“buy and hold” approach doesn’t mean investors put their port-
folios on autopilot. Instead, they review their portfolios at least 
once a year to make sure their investment mix is still appropriate 
for their needs.

• They focus on quality. Long-term investors stay away from 
the flashier – and riskier – financial instruments. Instead, these 
investors seek quality. When they’re considering stocks, for ex-
ample, they look for companies with solid fundamentals, includ-
ing strong management teams, competitive products and services 
and business plans that bode well for the future. When they buy 
bonds, they seek those with high credit ratings issued by the inde-
pendent rating agencies. Focusing on quality doesn’t yield quick 
results, but it can instill confidence in one’s investment choices.

• They diversify their holdings. If a downturn in the financial mar-
kets affects one type of asset particularly hard, and your portfolio 
contains a high concentration of that asset, your financial strat-
egy could be jeopardized. Long-term investors reduce this risk 
by owning a variety of investments. While diversification can’t 
guarantee profits or protect against all losses, it can help reduce 
the impact of market volatility on your portfolio.

And here’s one more difference between investors and speculators: 
track record. Investors put their money into companies that provide 
tangible goods and services, and these companies have historically 
grown with the overall economy. Stocks and bonds are established 
investment vehicles with well-defined and regulated markets. Con-
sequently, investors can assume a certain degree of predictability, 
though, of course, stock prices will always fluctuate in the short 
term and there are no guarantees against loss of principal. Crypto-

Bitcoin: Investing or Speculating?   By Dale Kuehl, Financial Advisor
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Vincent Lones, Garage Door Specialist / Owner
leds14210@gmail.com 

www.ELITEDOORSERVICELLC.com

,LLC

Find us on Facebook at /Elite-Door-Service

Only Authorized 
Mirage Retractable Screen  
Systems and Retractable  

Motorized Screens

“Call Vince! He is a very knowledgeable, 
hardworking and efficient repairman. 

I highly recommend him!”
– Jennifer P 

SALES, SERVICE, REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS

Safeway Garage Doors  
Make a Statement

Roadside Plus
Private . Ground . Transport .

SERVICES WE OFFER
✓ Pet Transport
✓ Roadside Assistance
✓ Rideshare

Anything . Anytime . Anywhere . 

We are a PRIVATE/SHARED GROUND TRANSPORTATION SERVICE

256.970.5044

www.roadsideplusllc.com

P.O. Box 716 Huntsville, Al 35804

"Creating An Atmosphere That Fosters Learning 
And Happiness Through Expressive Arts"

Specializing in Children's Anxiety,  
Depression, ADHD and Autism Spectrum.

Play Therapy, Adolescent Counseling,  
Family Therapy and Parent Support.

Jennifer Gregg 
Ph.D., LPC, NCC 

Registered Play Therapist

www.playandgrowcounseling.com * 938-900-7282
108 Howe Avenue Huntsville, AL. 35801

Tis the Season to Travel— 
Roadside Assistance LLC

By Cherisse and Eric Lewis, Photos provided by Roadside Assistance

Tis the season to travel! Yes! It’s that time again! The holidays when 
all of the family both near and far get together for fun and festivities! 
For some this year will be the first time in a long time experiencing 
that much needed family bonding. The economic climate has defi-
nitely changed but our commitment to you has only grown stronger!

PET CORNER

Roadside Plus LLC is in full force this holiday season providing di-
rect, ground transport nationwide. For pets and packages we’re only 
a phone call away. Providing safe, reliable transport with delivery 
schedules within 24-72hrs! Team drivers, tracking, furnishings and 
trip pics all included in your pricing. Tell us you saw our advertise-
ment in South Huntsville Neighbors and receive a special discount.

Visit us on the web and schedule a call or in-person appointment 
(local) to discuss travel options, date availability and pricing. We’re 
here to make your holiday wishes come true one happy smile at a 
time!

www.roadsideplusllc.com or www.petship48.com

833-477-7587 or 256-970-5044 call us and schedule your trip today!
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PET CORNER

Hello South Huntsville, my name is Kristian, and I'm the owner of 
Oodles of Doodles and More Doggy Day Spa, LLC. This article 
will be a bit personal and explain how I began my business. I had 
a dream to become more in life than what I had been defined by in 
my past. I had a vision of leaving behind a legacy for my daughter. 
I wanted little girls to realize no matter how someone treats you; if 
you run to God he will make your dreams reality. So with people 
behind me saying I couldn't, I simply replied, "Watch me."

I started running full speed with God and trusting him. My walk of 
faith had begun. I started working at a vet’s office in January 2018, 
and my love for dogs began. It became very healing for me in a 
way I had never imagined. I had all these babies that didn't care 
about my past trauma in life, but they loved me for being me. This 
was a bit deeper than just "a job" for me. This was God paving my 
way for something more. I allowed the hard times to build me into 
something more. I knew I was meant for more so with my daughter 
under my wing, we started our new journey. I started at the bottom 
making $8.00 an hour working in a doggy daycare and although 
the money wasn't great, it was my passion. So, I worked my way 
up the ladder. I became a bather at the same vet’s office just a 
year later. I continued to pray and keep pushing, no matter how 
hard life became at home or work. Within the next year, I prayed 

up and asked God to open new doors. A big uphill climb started. 
After that I got an interview for a pet store as a bather. They knew 
I had minimal grooming experience but saw something in me and 
gave me a chance. Sometimes it just takes one person seeing more 
in you than you see in yourself to give us the kick that we need. I 
accepted that position and cried in my car every day two to three 
times a day, but I knew God had led me so I couldn't waste it. After 
I gained my confidence, I was unstoppable. I became known as the 
Doodle lady and the most requested groomer in that store. With 
encouragement from my clients and girls in the salon, I started to 
walk another road of faith. I began my own business. I converted 
half of my garage into a grooming salon with hopes of opening a 
storefront in mind. One year later, after opening in my garage, it's 
now become reality. Through my journey, I've learned to lean on 
God through many late night prayers. I asked God to give me a 
way to turn this into something more and boy did he ever. It took 
patience and a little bit of time. I'm learning patience and determi-
nation is key in life. God wants us to trust him, and that's just what 
we have to do.

My success is God’s glory and nothing more. Maybe my story will 
help others begin while being scared at the same time. Hope to see 
you soon.

— Kristian Starlin —
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Where We Treat 
Your Family  

Like Ours

(256)226-5762  •  oodlesofdoodlesandmore@gmail.com

Oodles of Doodles and MORE Doggie Day Spa   By Kristian Starlin, Owner and Groomer
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AT HOME

OWNERS - Jason and Jennie Keith  931.993.7898
jason@jandjpestllc.com   jennie@jandjpestllc.com 

TERMITES EAT YOUR HOME 
PROTECT IT!

Ask Us About Our Termite Treatment. 

WE TREAT CARPENTER ANTS 
AND CARPENTER BEES

Eliminate Pest Issues in the Safest Way Possible

BBB ACCREDITED

Monthly, Quarterly or Even 
One-Time Service Available!

CALL US TODAY 
For Your FREE Inspection

www.jandjpestllc.com

“I really appreciate Berkley Services for respond-
ing to my call quickly. My gutters were falling 
off my house. Berkley completed the work in 1 
day and even called the next day to make sure 
all was well. Me being a 90 year old lady with 
no help to speak of really appreciate Berkley. 
I feel I can call them for anything” - D SLAUGHTER

Berkley Services Company Inc.
Office: 256.585.3206

berkleyservicesco@gmail.com
berkleyservicesco.com

We Do  
The Job 

That Honey 
Won’t Do

NO JOB TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

WE HAVE the  
SKILLS, EXPERIENCE  

and EQUIPMENT

BBB Certified ESTIMATES PROVIDED

One of the most important things to realize 
when it comes to protecting your home is 
understanding the difference between pest 
control and termite control. We always like 
to inform our customers that pests are the 
nuisance that we see: such as spiders, ants, 
roaches, and other crawling insects. How-
ever, termites are seldom ever seen until they 
have already caused damage. Termites live underground most of the 
time. When they come into your home, they build shelter tubes to 
control humidity to survive. These tubes are usually not seen unless 
you are trained to know what to look for. Termites eat 24/7. They do 
not sleep. We can set up a time for a free inspection and explain the 
importance of why all homes should be protected by a termite bond.

Termites must have a high moisture content to survive. During our 
termite inspection we check the moisture level in crawl spaces. We 
can fix these issues by providing vapor barriers or even full encap-
sulations with a dehumidifier. We also install sump pumps if they 
are needed. Whatever moisture issues that might exist J and J Pest 
Control can help.

We provide pest control with a monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, or 
even a one-time service. We will treat the exterior as well as the 
interior, take down the webs on the exterior and bait for mice and 
rats. With any of our services, we will return between visits and take 
care of any issues without any additional costs.

We are a small company that takes pride in providing great customer 
service. We have a friendly, professional staff that will treat you in 
a very professional way. Whether it's when you call our office or 
when we arrive at your home.

For more information:
Call 931-993-7898
Visit our website www.jandipestllc.com
Email Jason Keith: jason@jandjpestllc.com

Email Jennie Keith: jennie@jandjpestllc.com

By Jason and Jennie Keith, Owners J and J Pest Control
With the cooler weather we have had recently, it is a good time to 
be sure you have your home protected from pests. Cold weather 
certainly brings forth mice and rats looking for a warm place to stay. 
However, in the south we still deal with all sorts of crawling insects 
throughout the winter. This is a great time to schedule a free inspec-
tion to see how J and J pest Control can help.

Cold Weather is Approaching, and J and J Pest Control Can Help

CURATOR OF CUSTOM TRAVEL

"What's on YOUR  
"Bucket List"?

MARIANNE WINDHAM - Owner & Travel Advisor

Mobile 256.652.3232
marianne@windhamtravelandleisure.com

www.windhamtravelandleisure.com
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AT HOME

The most important thing in planning? Do so in advance. We’re 
very good at saving for college, planning for mortgage and tax 
payments, investing in an IRA, but when it comes to planning 
for the care of an aging loved one, too often we don’t have a plan 
until there is a problem. If our parents are elderly, but healthy 
and are still living independently, we tend to not worry, but re-
alistically that reality could change overnight with a medical 
emergency and the need for long-term care, or a sudden, unex-
pected death.

Putting together a caregiving plan for your loved ones and other 
family members now, versus later, can eliminate problems at 
home and at work in the future, when a once-independent parent 
needs more consistent care. In the middle of an emergency, we 
don’t always make the best decisions, let alone the decisions our 
parents may want; there can also be a lot of family tension and 
financial strain. With a plan in place this stress can be mitigated.

Most importantly, with advance planning, parents can decide 
their future while they can. They can choose what they want, 
where they want to be. They are in fact the most affected by a 
crisis, so we need to know – in advance – what their wishes and 
priorities are. They need to be an integral part of the planning 
process. Before it’s too late. No one likes the idea of having no 
control over their future.

1. Prepare to talk. A planning session for the adult children 
before approaching parents.

2. Form a team. The most important members of your team 
are your parents; or those who will be receiving care, 
they need to be involved if possible.

3. Assess future needs & available resources. You and your 
parents need to anticipate future needs and they need to 
clearly define their priorities – where they want to live, 
what their finances can afford, etc. Take stock of the fi-
nancial resources available, such as pensions, social se-
curity, and personal investments.

4. Make a plan. Put future actions in writing. Plan for the 
last stages of life, not the end of life. Have a household 
and financial management backup plan; healthcare di-
rective, living wills, POA document in place.

5. Take action. Hopefully your plan will not have to be put 
into action for many years, but you will have some peace 
of mind knowing the tools are in place when it’s needed.

Tips on Creating a Clear Care Plan for Your Loved One
By Gleria and Tommy Anderson, Home Care Assistance

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR  
FREE ASSESSMENT TODAY

256.716.9940
www.HomeCareAssistanceHuntsville.com

317 Old Hwy 431, Suite C  
Hampton Cove AL 35763

DO  YOU  LOVE  GAMES?
CHECK OUT POGO WHERE YOU CAN PLAY 
GAMES LIKE BINGO AND UNO FOR FREE!
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11317 S. Memorial Parkway, Huntsville, AL.35803
256.883.1204

www.ceramicharmony.com

Stop Here If You Hate Your Bathroom
By Darin Windham, Realtor, Key Finders Group RE/Max Alliance
Hate is a strong word, but you know the feeling you 
get when you go to a hotel and the bathroom is dingy, 
small, and filled with fluorescent lighting? It has cer-
tainly seen better days. And it doesn't make you want 
to soak in the tub, let's just say that!

According to the National Association of Realtors Re-
modeling Survey, a bathroom remodel is a top ranked project that 
appeals to home buyers - not surprising, right?!

So, if you've been watching the market and thinking about putting 
your house up for sale, this room isn't one you want placed in the 
category of "ugly hotel bathroom."

If your bathroom needs a little freshening up (whether you're selling 
your home or not), you're in the right spot!

Here are some go to tips to renew your bathroom on any budget.

STEP 1: Time to remove the basic frameless mirror and swap it for 
an on-trend mirror.

This is the easiest swap you can do to take your bathroom from “meh” 
to magical.

STEP 2: Biggest bang for your buck – Add a new cabinet and bath 
hardware for a major facelift. Amazon is a great go to for hardware 
(just make sure to measure before you "one click buy")!

STEP 3: Hotel it up with white towels – there is something about 
white towels that evokes a luxury resort feel, and who doesn't want 
to live that life every day?! Hang two white towels from hooks on the 
wall and then roll up additional white towels and put them in a basket 
on the ground by the tub or on a shelf.

Last but not least, it's time to bring the outdoors in with a few pops 
of greenery.

Fill a vase with fresh eucalyptus; add it to a decorative stool next to 
the tub, and then place a brand new rug right in front.

There you have it! Who's off to DIY their bathroom this week?

Darin can be contacted at 256-652-9032 or darin@keyfindersgroup.com

Happy Clients Are The Key To Our Success

DARIN WINDHAM 
REALTOR

256.652.9032
darin@keyfindersgroup.com
www.KeyfindersGroup.com

HAPPY CLIENTS THE KEY TO OUR SUCCESS!

AT HOME
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AUTOMOTIVE

By Bob Druckman, Publisher South Huntsville Neighbors
Ambur is one of the members of the sales team at Mercedes-Benz of Huntsville. Originally from 
Colorado, she graduated from the University of Northern Colorado with a degree in Account-
ing and Finance. One unique thing about Ambur is her love of travel. She has been to 49 states. 
“Alaska is next, I got my love of travel from my Mom," Ambur said, "She traveled for work and 
she would take my sister and I with her for mini vacations. I guess you could say that my love 
of travel is ingrained in me.”

When I asked what brought her to Mercedes, her answer was simple, “The upscale factor of sell-
ing Mercedes. It stands for class, luxury, style and safety. It’s what I think of when I see the star 
on the grill. As a matter of fact, my family is from Germany and we know all about Mercedes, so 
I am very familiar with the product.” Her favorite Mercedes is any two door coupe.

We talked a lot about customer service and one of things that Ambur stressed is that understand-
ing what the customer wants in their next vehicle is most important. “I have spent time in the 
auto industry and customer service is all about personal relationships. The customer wants a 
positive experience without any pressure. I want that relationship to spill over to the customers’ 
friends and let everyone they meet know about the great service I was able to provide.”

Ambur has a message for the readers of South Huntsville Neighbors, "You will always come 
first. I love to work with people on a personal level, make it fun and the goal is to find the perfect 
Mercedes for you.”

Mercedes-Benz The Best or Nothing

Mercedes-Benz of Huntsville: Meet Ambur Rene' Wilson, Sales Consultant
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Main Street South Nutrition
7500 Memorial Parkway #124
256.479.7884

SMOOTHIE & MEAL REPLACEMENT SHAKES AND LOADED TEAS

Healthy and All Natural

—
$1 OFF with CHECK IN on social media

In The Main 
Street South 

Shopping Center

TAKE THE HASSLE AWAY  
and let us help you manage it  
manually or by a set schedule.

COMPUTER REPAIR

256.640.9303
Mathew Underwood 

Owner - 20 Years Experience
support@a2ztechfix.com 
www.a2ztechfix.com

Book Your Appointment TODAY!

LLC

Do you need assistance with technology after 
hours from an experienced technician?

Are you on the road and need trusted tech 
support to help solve your problem?

Are you bad about not  
backing up your data?

Did you know that many issues 
related to (virus/ spyware/ 

malware) problems can  
be traced back to software  
and equipment not going 
through proper updates?

Share your child’s first basket, their first catch, 

their first smile playing the sport they love!

FREE & EASY  ⋅  NO ACCOUNT NEEDED 

SHARE YOUR SHARE YOUR 
STORYSTORY
SHARE YOUR 
STORY

BVMSPORTS.COM

SUBMIT


